
 

Minutes 
Morristown Regional Planning Commission 

May 13, 2014   
 
Members Present Members Absent 
Chairman Jim Beelaert     Commissioner Wayne NeSmith  
Vice-Chairman Bill Thompson Councilmember Robert Garrett 
Secretary Rose Parella  
Mayor Danny Thomas      
Commissioner Katy Klose  
Commissioner Terry Ball 
Commissioner Ken Smith 
 
 
Others Present 
Alan Hartman, Development Director 
Lori Matthews, Senior Planner    
Eual Noah, Fire Marshal   
Buddy Fielder, Asst. City Admr.   
Kat Morilak, Development Services     
 
 
Chairman Beelaert called the meeting to order and invited anyone who wishes to join the 
Commission in an Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
I. Approval of the April 8, 2014. 
 
Mayor Thomas made a motion for approval of the April 8, 2014 minutes; seconded by 
Commissioner Klose. Upon a voice vote: all ayes. 
 
II. REZN 1475-2014: 518 McFarland Street R-2 to (OMP) Office, Medical and Professional. 
 
Mr. Hartman explained Mr. Smith has requested rezoning of a lot at 518 McFarland Street. It 
contains a house and sits on about 7,550 square feet. It is a small donut hole in a large OMP 
donut. This R-2 sits alone by itself and it is surrounded by OMP. It is located close to both 
hospitals on McFarland. Mr. Smith did present a concept plan in which the traffic could flow up 
the existing driveway, park in the rear of the property and then one-way flow back onto 
McFarland. It being a small building on a small lot we are not expecting this to be a large traffic 
generator. The intended use will be for a small office where there will be one or two employees. 
Staff is recommending approval of the rezoning and to be sent onto City Council for further 
action. 
 
Commissioner Ball made a motion to recommend the rezoning of 518 McFarland Street to 
(OMP) Office, Medical and Professional to City Council, seconded by Vice-Chairman 
Thompson. Voting results: 6 yes, 0 no, 1 abstained. Voting yes were Chairman Beelaert, Vice-
Chairman Thompson, Commissioner Ball, Commissioner Klose, Mayor Thomas and Secretary 
Parella.  Abstained was Commissioner Smith. 
 
 
III. Ordinance Review: Zoning Text Modification: Uses Permitted on Review in the (HI) Heavy 
 Industrial District.  
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Mr. Hartman explained last month we talked about Amusement Enterprises. There are two 
applications, in the planning office now, to consider an indoor soccer facility and indoor firing 
range. Both are in existing (HI) Heavy Industrial zones. The planning commission approved 
some language that would make that permissible. We ran into an issue with the Industrial 
Development Board having covenants within the industrial parks: East Tennessee Valley 
Industrial District on the east end, MAID Morristown Airport Industrial District near the airport 
and ETPC East Tennessee Progress Center. All of these have covenants that are governed by 
the Industrial Development Board. The Industrial Development Board developed a 
subcommittee to look at what the city’s proposal would be and had issues about mixing certain 
retail type establishments in with the industrial parks. The issues were larger utility lines, large 
sewer collection, wider roads and areas that would accommodate truck traffic. Coming out of 
the subcommittee if such proposal changes the use of a building from other than something 
other than manufacturing, such as would be in the case of the firing range, they would have to 
amend or make an acceptance to the covenants. This proposal, before the board tonight, 
stipulates that if a use on review proposal within a designated industrial park, which is in under 
the authority of the IDB, shall first receive approval by the IDB to conduct their proposal within 
such a park prior to submitting an application as a use on review to the city. Staff is 
recommending approval of the zoning text language.  
 
Mayor Thomas made a motion to recommend/adopt the proposed text modification to the (HI) 
Heavy Industrial District (Any use permitted in the Light Industrial District may be permitted as a 
Use on Review in the Heavy Industrial District. A Use on Review proposed within a designated 
industrial park, under the authority of the Morristown Industrial Development Board shall first 
receive the approval by said Board to conduct their proposal within such park prior to 
submission of an application for a Use of Review by the Morristown Board of Zoning Appeals) 
as stated by the Development Director to City Council; seconded by Commissioner Klose. 
Voting Results:  7 yes, 0 no.  Voting yes were Chairman Beelaert, Vice-Chairman Thompson, 
Commissioner Ball, Commissioner Smith, Commissioner Klose, Mayor Thomas and Secretary 
Parella.   
 
IV. Department Report: Subdivision Regulations Text Changes – Public Hearing Set 
 
Mr. Hartman explained in our subdivision reviews, since the beginning of the year, we are 
having subdivision plats turned in with the old language of sewer easements and power 
easements, water lines which are utilities issues referring to the City of Morristown policies. The 
wastewater department use to be at the city now works at Morristown Utility Systems. We are 
asking to change the text to make the modification instead of using the City of Morristown 
standards that be changed to Morristown Utilities Commission Standards. Anytime the 
Subdivision Regulations are changed, the Tennessee State Law requires, there be a public 
hearing and an advertisement for the public hearing so many days in advance. We are asking to 
set a public hearing for the next planning commission meeting, June 10th. The advertisement for 
the Public Hearing was sent to the paper to be advertised on Sunday, May 11, 2014. Staff is 
recommending that we set that up and present it at next month. 
 
Chairman Beelaert explained that a voice vote is adequate for this. All of those in favor signify 
by saying aye, all ayes.             
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The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Rose Parella 
Secretary 
 
RP/sk 
 
 
 


